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other conditions. These are not just statis-
tics—these are persons. Our being here is im-
portant for when we pass on. You don’t just
lose the glamorous culture we survived in, you
lose the whole culture that we stood for and
in a way fought for.

It is good to be reminded that there are
such men, that there always have been and
always will be. ‘‘We sometimes forget, I think,’’
said historian, Stephen Ambrose, ‘‘that you
can manufacture weapons, and you can pur-
chase ammunition, but you can’t buy valor and
you can’t pull heroes off a assembly line’’
Each of us veterans of VBOB can be very
proud this day and every day. We are all still
heroes, and we do not take lightly being called
a hero.

Who knows what our comradeship means,
but surely it means more than just that we are
all haunted by ghosts; because they are not
just echoes of voices that have years since
ceased to speak, but the murmur of heroes, in
the sense that, through them, something of
the power and richness of life itself, not only
touched us once long ago, but continues to
touch us today as we meet. Let us be worthy
of this heritage as we continue to meet from
time to time in our chapter meetings, our ex-
ecutive national reunions to see that it is me-
morialized and never forgotten.

In our vintage years remember: yesterday is
history; tomorrow is a mystery; today is a
gift—that’s why it is called ‘‘the present.’’

Finally, legend has it that when we leave
this world and get to our enternal abode in
heaven, the God we believe in returns to us
our best self. It is not difficult to see that what
we all were during WWII, and what we be-
came mirrors our best selves. What we did
and how we performed in the Battle of the
Bulge surely added to our luster. Godspeed to
each and everyone here.
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Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay

tribute to an outstanding American, Air Force
Sergeant William Roy Pearson, a member of
the elite Maroon Berets of the 37th Air Res-
cue, who died with six other servicemen when
his helicopter was shot down during a rescue
mission in Vietnam in 1972. Missing in action
for 25 years, Sgt. Pearson was recently re-
turned home to New Hampshire and his family
to be buried in his hometown of Webster.

In a time when the word hero is used to de-
scribe sports stars or movie actors, Sgt. Pear-
son stands out as a real-life hero. Like all true
heroes, he rose to meet his challenges with a
quiet courage. This brave young man, shot
down just 12 days before his 21st birthday,
earned in his short lifetime, a Silver Star, a
Purple Heart and two Distinguished Flying
Crosses. He and his squadron are credited
with helping to rescue 116 servicemen. And
he was a hero until the end—Sgt. William
Pearson died while trying to save the life of a
downed airman.

I read the comments of another New Hamp-
shire soldier who had trained and served with

Sgt. Pearson and I want to share his thoughts
with you. He said that he wasn’t surprised that
his friend died while trying to save another sol-
ider, stating: ‘‘Billy Pearson didn’t just decide
that he was going to be a hero that day. It
was the result of a strong family heritage and
a loving home where he developed into a
young man with a courageous spirit.’’

Mr. Speaker, I honor that selfless, coura-
geous spirit today. I ask that you join his fam-
ily, friends, fellow soldiers and all the people
of the Granite State in honoring the life and
heroic efforts of Sgt. William Pearson. For too
long, New Hampshire had lost one of her
bravest sons, and we are very grateful to have
him back.
f
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay a special tribute to retiring Police Chief
John Hopkins of the Port Hueneme, CA Police
Department. His dedication to his community
is truly extraordinary.

Chief Hopkins began his service over 30
years ago in the city of Port Hueneme as a re-
serve police officer. He later moved through
the ranks from patrolman, eventually becom-
ing Chief of Police in 1992.

Over the years, I have had the opportunity
to work with this devoted member of our law
enforcement community. During his tenure
with the police department, he has been rec-
ognized for his many accomplishments and
the outstanding progress he has made on the
force. The diligence and commitment to Duty
Chief Hopkins and his counterparts have dis-
played are the primary reasons Ventura Coun-
ty consistently ranks as one of the safest
areas in the county.

Chief Hopkins will be greatly missed, but his
contributions to our community will not be for-
gotten. I want to congratulate and wish him
the very best in his retirement.
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as Vet-
eran’s Day draws near, I rise today to recog-
nize an individual in my district who continues
to serve his country, and his fellow veterans,
more than half a century after his release as
a prisoner of war.

George Morris of St. Petersburg, FL has
served as a volunteer at the Bay Pines Veter-
ans Administration Medical Center since 1981.
In his 16 years of service, Mr. Morris has
logged more than 16,200 hours as a volun-
teer. This is a remarkable feat made all the
more so by the fact that he began volunteer-
ing at age 75.

During his service in World War II, Mr. Mor-
ris was working in the Philippines as a map-

maker for the Government’s Coast and Geo-
detic Survey when he was captured by the
Japanese in 1941. After being imprisoned in
the Philippines, Japan, and Korea, he was re-
leased at the end of the war. Mr. Morris has
not forgotten those he served with and contin-
ues to honor their memory through his service
to other veterans today.

Mr. Speaker, Veteran’s Day is a time to re-
flect on the many gifts we as a nation and as
Americans have been given because of those
men and women who have served in uniform
here and throughout the world. This is a time
to say thank you for those gifts. Mr. Morris
paid a great price to protect our freedom while
his was denied for so long as he was held as
a prisoner of war 55 years ago. Today he con-
tinues to give of himself in service to others.

On behalf of all my colleagues, I want to
say thank you to Mr. Morris, and to all our Na-
tion’s veterans, for your service and dedication
which enable us all to enjoy all the freedoms
and liberties the United States has to offer.
Our Nation is the finest nation in the history of
mankind because of their service—both past
and present.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am today intro-

ducing the Silk Road Strategy Act of 1997
(H.R. 2867), a measure designed to focus
American diplomatic and commercial attention,
as well as American foreign assistance, on the
important regions of the Caucasus and Central
Asia.

The name Silk Road is an ancient one, re-
ferring to the East-West trade route that for so
long linked China and other countries in East
Asia with Italy and other countries in West Eu-
rope. The countries of the Caucasus and
Central Asian regions, through which travelers
on the Silk Road passed, fell victim to conflict
and repression as the Russian tsars pushed
south and then were replaced by the brutal
dictatorship of the Bolshevik Commissars. For
over seven decades the eight countries of
these two regions—Georgia, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan—were sealed be-
hind the Iron Curtain, unable to move forward
toward democracy and commercial prosperity
with the rest of Europe and Asia. Ironically,
the resources to fuel such progress lay just
under the surface, in the form of vast gas and
oil reserves.

Mr. Speaker, the peoples of the Caucasus
and Central Asia now face the challenge of re-
building their links to Europe and Asia, and we
in the United States have a national interest to
help them overcome the obstacles that lay in
the way of resurrecting the old Silk Road. Re-
grettably, these countries lie between Russia,
Iran, Afghanistan and China. In Russia, they
face a country that seems intent on forcing
them to stay within its sphere of dominance. In
Iran, they face a fundamental Islamic regime
that seeks to use them to thwart efforts led by
the United States to isolate Iran until it for-
sakes its support for international terrorism—
and an Iran that hopes to forment fundamen-
talist Islam from Azerbaijan to the borders of
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